


HOW MANY CHILDREN
0-4 YEARS DROWNED?

35 young children drowned in 2006/07 (Figure 5), which
is the same as the 5 year average (35) (Figure 3). While
35 deaths are far too many, the good news is that

this result represents a reduction of 47% (66 to 35) in
drowning deaths from its recent peak in 1999/00.

Drowning deaths of young children continues to be a
major issue for drowning prevention in Australia. The
message from Royal Life Saving is KEEP WATCH.

* Young children need to be supervised constantly (within
arms’ reach) whenever they are in, on or near water.

* Restricting a young child’s access to water either by
putting a barrier around the water or around the child is
also effective in preventing drowning deaths.

» Undertaking water familiarisation with your child will
help you to become aware of the dangers.

* Learning resuscitation can help if an incident does occur.

FIGURE 5. Drowning Deaths of Young Children
0-4 Years, Australia 1995/96 — 2006/07
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WHERE AND HOW DID
THEY DROWN?

The majority of drowning deaths of young children
resulted from the child falling or wandering into the
water (Figure 5). The swimming pool was the most
common location, with the majority of young children
falling or wandering into a backyard pool.

Other common locations were river/ocean/harbour
and bathtubs. Of the 6 children who drowned in the
category river/ocean/harbour all were in rivers, 2
while in a car, 2 fell-in, 1 was undertaking recreational
activities in the water and the last one was on a boat
immediately prior to drowning.

FIGURE 6. Location of Drowning Deaths, Young Children
0-4 years, Australia, 5 Year Average, 2006/07

CASE STUDY: BATHTUBS

Royal Life Saving believes that all unintentional
bathtub drowning deaths could be prevented
with a few simple actions:

» Before running a bath have all equipment ready
— towels, pyjamas, slippers

« If you have a cordless phone, bring it into the
bathroom or even better let the answering
machine get the call

« If you need to leave the bathroom take your
child with you

» Have a small fold up chair in the bathroom to sit
on while the children are bathing

 After bath time ensure the bathtub is drained
immediately and keep the bathroom door closed
when not in use

THERE WERE 6 CHILDREN
WHO DROWNED IN
BATHTUBS THIS YEAR




QUICK FACTS

* 35 young children 0-4 years drowned last year Royal Life Saving acknowledges the following
(13% of all drowning deaths) organisations for their assistance:

* 19 (54%) were males * The Australian Bureau of Statistics

* 16 (46%) drowned in swimming pools of which * Queensland Injury Surveillance Unit
15 were home pools.

* 6 (17%) drowned in bathtubs

* 23 (66%) fell or wandered into water prior to drowning

» The National Coroners Information System
« State and Territory Coroners

» Media Monitors

« Surf Life Saving Australia

» 21 children 5-14 years drowned last year
(8% of all drowning deaths)

* 14 (67%) were males
* 5 (24%) drowned at the beach

* 5 (24%) drowned in a river

* 66 people 15-34 years drowned last year
(24% of all drowning deaths)

* 55 (83%) were males
* 20 (30%) drowned at the beach
* 20 (30%) drowned in a river

* 28 (42%) were swimming or undertaking
leisure activities prior to drowning

* 92 people 35-54 years drowned last year
(33% of all drowning deaths)

* 70 (76%) were males

* 54 (59%) drowned in a river/ocean/harbour of which
25 drowned in rivers and 25 drowned in oceans.

* 27 (29%) were swimming or undertaking leisure
activities prior to drowning

* 24 (26%) were using watercraft prior to drowning

* 62 people aged 55 years drowned last year
(22% of all drowning deaths)

* 43 (69%) were males

* 31 (50%) drowned in a river/ocean/harbour of which
15 were in the ocean and 12 were in rivers

* 11 (18%) drowned at the beach

* 19 (31%) were swimming or undertaking leisure
activities prior to drowning

* 14 (23%) were walking or playing near water
prior to drowning
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