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Why do we document children?

·Documentation is a tool to make  
visible what we have learned, and 
the learning processes of the 
children  

·What and how are they learning

·LǘΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
can use to help us see the process 
of learning as the teacher



What do we know about 
documenting children?

·It is important to understand, monitor and have 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ

·It supports our ideas for planning once we know what 

the children are interested in learning about

·/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴ 

average and all children will develop at their own pace

·Our program must support children at all levels to 

develop through the experiences we provide



How else can we use documentation:

·Examples of children's work and written reflections  

on the processes in which the children are engaged 

can be displayed in predominant  parental areas

·The documents reveal how the children planned, 

carried out, and completed the displayed work  

·This allows us to educate parents on the importance 
of play to development of their children

Reference:  

The Contribution of Documentation to the Quality of Early Childhood 
Education, LilianG. Katz and Sylvia C. Chard



Challenges

ü It can be time consuming

ü It can be boring and repetitive

ü It can be hard to know what

to  write to make it interesting

ü It can be hard to be creative



Ways to document:

Audio

Photos

Written

/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ 

work

Videos



Story telling 

Introduction

Body of the Story

Conclusion



Lǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨŎƭƛƴƛŎŀƭΩ in our writing of  children. 

Ç Children's games and play are stories 

to be told.  

Ç You need to capture the reader 

from the very first line, and 

Ç {Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜΗ

Writing Stories Should 
ΨDƛǾŜ ¢ƘŜ tƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛƴŘΩ



Writing a story that will give
ǘƘŜ ΨƛƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘΩ






