Weekly Playgroup Sessions for Children of Parents and Early Childhood Educators in The Redlands

A WEEKLY UPDATE MIESSAGE FROM MICHELLE NOTT, REDLANDS PLAYGROUP COORDINATOR
Message for Week Culminating on July 9, 2010

Kia ora — (Maori for - hello).

Last Friday we celebrated Matariki. Matariki is the Maori name for the group of
stars also known as the Pleiades Star cluster or The Seven Sisters; and what is
referred to as the traditional Maori New Year.

For children Matariki is an important time to learn about whakapapa (ancestry),
the land, the stars, and what it is to be Maori.

The Matariki stars were used to navigate, to keep time, know what season they
were in, and to learn about the legends of the stars.

Learning about family and whakapapa was also very important around the time of
the Matariki. It was time to come together to exchange stories, learn about
ancestors who have passed from this world to the next, and hand down
knowledge and practices to ensure the Maori culture is preserved.

The land and the preserving of it was a big party of Matariki, crops were being
planted for the next season, and learning about the land and forest was very
important for everyone. Source: Tai Tokerau Tourism, Matariki

School Holidays
Playgroup will be operating as per normal during the School holiday period,
activities will be open-ended to cater for various age groups. Looking forward to

Lots of FUN!

For those of you who are going away, | wish you a relaxed and happy break. Stay
safe and we look forward to seeing you in the coming weeks.



Fee Increase

From the start of Term 3 -- beginning Friday, July 16" 2010 -- the fee for your
weekly Playgroup Session will increase slightly. This is to cover the cost of
materials and Morning Tea. Fees will be S$4 per child and S5 for 2 or more
children participating in the program.

For safety reasons, we are also changing the procedure slightly. No longer will we
be using the cash tin for payment. Payment must be handed directly to Michelle
upon arrival and a receipt will then be issued.

Payment must be made on the day.

Thank you for your understanding and co-operation with this matter.

Recipes — Cornflour Paint

2 Tablespoons cornflour

% to % cup cold water

2 cups boiling water
powder colour (edicol dye)

Mix cornflour to a smooth paste with cold water. While stirring, gradually
add boiling water until mixture thickens. Leave to cool. Mixture will thicken
more but should still pour easily. Add colour as required. Paint can be
stored in an airtight container in the refrigerator for up to a week.

*Can also be used as glue if cooked until clear.

Poem-Unt i t | ed. 't s worth thinki
There are little eyes upon you,

And they are watching night and day;

There are little ears that quickly

Take in every word you say;

There are little hands all eager

To do anything you do;

And little ones dreaming
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In their little mind about you,

No suspicions ever rise;

They believe in you devoutly,

Hold that all you can and do,

They will say and do, in your way
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And their ears are always open,

And they watch day and night;

You are setting an example

Everyday in all you do,
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To grow up to be like you

Anonymous

For safety reasons, it is very important that children sit and eat their Morning
Tea at the tables and completely finish before playing. Thank you for your
understanding and co-operation.

Playgroup offers you a unique opportunity to enjoy your children in an early
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expend at this time will pay dividends at a later date.



