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The project 
The Early Childhood Learning Resources Project was developed to assist parents to introduce and 
develop early literacy and numeracy learning of their young children. The Australian Government has 
provided $950,000 for this project. 

The work was undertaken by a consortium comprising Monash University, The University of Melbourne, 
Curriculum Corporation and Early Childhood Australia. 
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Purpose 
The purpose of the Early Childhood Learning Resources Project was to develop a set of high-quality, 
innovative early childhood resource materials which nurture and support the development of early 
literacy and numeracy for children from birth to five years. These resources are based on sound 
contemporary international research. 

These informative and practical materials will suit a range of early childhood settings and will provide 
examples of how parents, carers and practitioners can create stimulating environments for their 
children, thereby making the most of this critical period of rapid development and learning.  

The materials will assist educators and parents to develop a deeper knowledge and understanding of 
early literacy and numeracy, both in the home and early childhood settings. 
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The resource materials 
A number of resource materials have been developed, including:  

Literature Review    (380.8 KB) and Executive Summary    (44.5 KB) of the current 
understanding of how children learn, including philosophies and approaches to early learning.  
 
Early Childhood Literacy    (2.5 MB) and Numeracy    (4.0 MB) Cards: a set of high gloss 
cards designed to support families and educators to enhance young children’s literacy and 
numeracy development. 
 

Building Good Practice    (2.2 MB): a booklet for use by professional practitioners in preschools 
and childcare centres to assess their current practice and assist their effectiveness in stimulating 
young children’s developing literacy and numeracy skills. 
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http://www.dest.gov.au/NR/rdonlyres/04E9722A-8797-41D5-BBE4-38628FE60B78/18865/ecl_literaturereview.pdf
http://www.dest.gov.au/NR/rdonlyres/EC36F016-B52D-4D8D-A86E-EAAB4F484972/18866/ecl_exec_summary.pdf
http://www.dest.gov.au/NR/rdonlyres/08FAB32F-4640-4DFC-9FDB-B6256B9E652D/18863/ecl_literacycards.pdf
http://www.dest.gov.au/NR/rdonlyres/4C3A0E78-685C-469A-8CE3-327734CC4902/18864/ecl_numeracycards.pdf
http://www.dest.gov.au/NR/rdonlyres/072400D9-3172-460A-910B-C190C3C21FDA/18862/ecl_buildinggoodpractice.pdf


A DVD that will be used as a teaching tool for professionals running early childhood education 
and child care courses in universities and VET institutions. The DVD contains expert advice and 
video footage explaining the resources and their use, as well as pdf versions of the booklet and 
the cards. 
 

Why invest in early learning?    

Early Childhood Literacy and Numeracy Cards     

Building Good Practice    

 
At the farm 
 

Getting the feed      

Feeding the chickens      

Collecting the eggs      

Feeding the cow   

 
  In the home 
 

Singing    

'Fishing'    

Reading    

Buttons   

 
Cooking 
 

Bringing in groceries    

Sorting groceries    

Getting ready to cook    

Mixing ingredients    

Rolling biscuits    

Biscuits on the tray    

Enjoying the biscuits   

 
At the childcare centre 
 

Blackboard    

Dancing    

Reading    

Animal Soup    

Toilet signs    

Tell me your name   
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Personnel involved 
Consortium members: 

Monash University (Professor Marilyn Fleer)  
Melbourne University (Professor Bridie Raban)  
Early Childhood Australia (Pam Cahir)  
Curriculum Corporation (Marilyn Platek, Margery Hornibrook, Helen Smith)  

Authors:  
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http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_26.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_24.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_25.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_1.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_2.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_3.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_4.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_5.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_6.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_7.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_8.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_9.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_10.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_11.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_12.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_13.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_14.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_15.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_16.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_17.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_18.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_19.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_22.htm
http://www.dest.gov.au/early_childhood_learning/video_21.htm


Professor Marilyn Fleer – Literature Review and Summary, Numeracy Cards and Self-Assessment Tool  
Professor Bridie Raban – Literature Review and Summary and Self-Assessment Tool  
Jennifer Connor – Literacy Cards 

Project Advisory Committee: 

Ms Joan Brown – Education/Early Childhood Policy Adviser, Australian Council of Social Service  
Mrs Sharryn Brownlee – Vice President, Australian Council of State School Organisations  
Dr Priscilla Clarke – Executive Director, FKA Children’s Services Inc  
Dr Alison Elliot – Research Director of the Early Childhood Program, Australian Council for Educational 
Research  
Mrs Josephine Lonergan – Executive Director, Australian Parents Council Inc  
Ms Gerardine Mulhearn – Curriculum Superintendent, Early Years, Department of Education and 
Children’s Services, South Australia  

Ms Beth Powell – Senior Lecturer, School of Education, Murdoch University  
Ms Barbara Wellesley – National Director, Good Beginnings National Parenting Project  
Ms Denise Williams-Kennedy – Classroom Teacher, Transition (five and six year olds), Alice Springs  
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